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The national security of the United States is inextricably linked to our access to space and the capabilities provided by 
satellites that range from global positioning systems to communications to orbital reconnaissance.  However, the rapidly 
growing global reliance on space systems to facilitate vital societal functions such as commerce, food production, electric-
ity distribution, transportation, and weather assessment has out-paced the creation of national strategies and policies to 
protect this critical infrastructure.  At the request of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense (OSD), the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine produced two classi-
fied reports that assess currently available options for addressing threats to space systems and recommend strategies for 
increasing resiliency.  National Security Space Defense and Protection: Public Report is an unclassified summary that discusses 
key background and policy issues featured in the reports.

Repor t
in BriefAugust 2016

committee on national security space defense and protection: James O. Ellis, Jr., U.S. Navy (retired), Stanford University, 

Co-Chair; Martin C. Faga, MITRE Corporation (retired), Co-Chair; Allison Astorino-Courtois, National Security Innovations, Inc.; Owen C. Brown, 

KTSi; Vincent W.S. Chan, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Michael D. Griffin, Schafer Corporation; Raymond Jeanloz, University of Cali-

fornia at Berkeley; David A. Koplow, Georgetown University; L. Roger Mason, Jr., Noblis; John A. Montgomery, Naval Research Laboratory; Scott 

Pace, George Washington University; Thomas E. Romesser, Independent Consultant; William L. Shelton, U.S. Air Force (retired); Bob Thomson, 

Independent Consultant; David Van Wie, Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory; Deborah L. Westphal, Toffler Associates 

staff: Joan Fuller, Board Director; Alan H. Shaw, Deputy Board Director; Carter W. Ford, Study Director; Dixie Gordon, Information Officer; 

Marguerite E. Schneider, Administrative Coordinator

This Report in Brief is based on the report National Security Space Defense and Protection: Public Report (2016).  The study was supported by the 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD).  Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 

recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the sponsors.  Copies of the 

report are available free of charge from http://www.nap.edu.

Copyright 2016 by the National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences


